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I think that the article is an excellent addition to the literature in this field. I however would like to
ask the following questions of the authors:

If APE is a pre-cursor for the styrene radical wouldn’t MA react by itself with it with the same
relative kinetics as the combination of MA/MMA? If this is true, then it would be interesting to
determine the fate of the maleate terminus when it has no choice but to react with itself or
disproportionate. Not much is available about the termination of alternating copolymerizations?

It would also be interesting to look at hindered esters of MAA as they should help eliminate the
potential interference of the CTC. For example tert-Butyl methacrylate might be considered?

Finally your desire to reduce the size of these articles is probably a good idea. However, reducing the
introduction is not a service to those who are not familiar with the subject. I would like to suggest
that the ACS consider the educational value to the novice as an important parameter of value. This
work is very valuable in that regard and gives a well written introduction to the subject and should
be included.
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